British Mass Media.
Newspapers
The British people are probably the greatest newspaper readers in the world. This explains the fact that there are quite a lot of editions of different kind. Generally, all the newspapers are divided into two groups. On the one hand, there are “quality” newspapers, which publish analytical articles on serious topics, involving economy, politics and business issues. Among the “quality” papers are The Times, The Guardian, The Financial Times, The Independent. Their circulation is not large, but their reputation is unshakeable. On the other hand, there are “popular” papers, or “tabloids” which are considered entertaining rather than informative. People buy such kind of papers to learn the latest news on sports events, private life of celebrities and rumors. Their circulation is much larger compared to “quality” papers. They are usually less in size and use large letters for the headings to report sensational news. The newspapers of this kind have the word “Daily” in the name. There are usually a lot of photographs, crosswords, sketches, and commixes in these papers. Among them the most popular are Daily Express, The Sun, Daily Mail, Private Eye, Daily Mirror, Daily Star and others.
 Besides newspapers of daily circulation, there are also the ones issued on Sundays. These may be either the supplements to the daily papers, or independent Sunday papers, which are larger in size than the daily ones and usually have several separate parts on different topics. They can be called family papers, as there is something to read for each member of the family: love stories, detective stories, facts from history, sport, art, and much more. These newspapers contain the word “Sunday” in their title. Besides, there are a great number of all kinds of magazines. 
All the newspapers and magazines in the UK are privately owned. Fleet Street in London, which was known as the home of many newspapers, has now lost its prominence — the offices of many newspapers have moved away from London, as the rent is very high.
Radio and Television
There are two main companies on the British Isles, which do the broadcasting over the country. They are the BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation) and the IBA (Independent Broadcasting Authorities). There are several minor broadcasting companies as well. In Britain there are four TV channels: the BBC I, the ВВС II, the ITV (“I” stands for “independent”) and Channel IV. All of them are different, each channel having its own target group and providing the viewers with high quality of programmes to all tastes. Commercial TV stations broadcast entertainment programmes, light dramas, talk shows and documentaries, as well as sport programmes and news.
EXERCISES
1. Answer the following questions:
1. Are the British people great newspaper readers? 2. What types of newspapers are there in the United Kingdom? 3. What do “quality” newspapers specialize in? 4. What is the main aim of “popular” newspapers? 5. Are Sunday newspapers larger or smaller in size than the newspapers issued on weekdays? 6. What articles can one read in Sunday papers? 7. Where were the offices of the largest British newspaper agencies previously situated? 8. What are the two main broadcasting companies in the United Kingdom? 9. What are the TV channels in the United Kingdom? 10. What kind of programmes do they broadcast? 
2. Say whether the following statements are true or false:
 1.Not many newspapers are published in the United Kingdom today. 2. Quality newspapers publish analytical articles about business and politics. 3. The Financial Times is a popular newspaper. 4. The circulation of “popular” papers is much larger compared to “quality” papers. 5. All the newspapers and magazines in the United Kingdom are owned by the state. 6. There are a lot of offices of newspaper agencies in Fleet Street. 
3. Ask your friend five questions about newspapers he/she reads.
4. Speak about the newspapers you read.
5. Answer the questions about television in Russia.
[bookmark: _GoBack] 1. How many TV channels are there? 2. Are there any local TV channels in your city/town? 3. Do you watch TV regularly? 4. What is your favourite channel? Why do you like it? 5. Do you watch TV regularly or occasionally? 6. What kinds of programmes do you like watching? 7. Do you watch news regularly? 8. Why is it essential to watch news programmes? 
6. Make up the outline of the text. 
7. Retell the text using the outline.
